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Abstract 

Medicinal plants exerted their antibacterial effects through many mechanisms included inhibition of cell wall synthesis, 
inhibition of cell membrane synthesis, disruption of cytoplasmic membrane, inhibition of bacterial proteins synthesis, 
inhibition of nucleic acid synthesis, inhibition of energy metabolism, as well as inhibition of bacterial virulence factors. 
The current review highlighted the medicinal plants with antibacterial activity with their spectrum of action. 
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1. Introduction

The antibiotic- resistant bacteria in different communities was increased as a result of excessive use of antibiotics [1-
11]. Using of medicinal plants represented an alternative joice for natural and synthetic antibacterial drugs in medical 
practice to avoid the development of multi-drug resistant bacteria[12-15]. Medicinal plants exerted their antibacterial 
effects through many mechanisms included inhibition of cell wall synthesis, inhibition of cell membrane synthesis, 
disruption of cytoplasmic membrane, inhibition of bacterial proteins synthesis, inhibition of nucleic acid synthesis, 
inhibition of energy metabolism, as well as inhibition of bacterial virulence factors [16-20]. The current review 
highlighted the medicinal plants with antibacterial activity with their spectrum of action. 
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Table 1 Antibacterial spectrum of medicinal plants 
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2. Conclusion 

The development of resistant bacterial strains is one of the major public health problem. Plant extracts have shown 
inhibitory effect on the growth of wide range of bacteria by many mechanisms. They are represented a good alternative 
for prevention and treatment of bacterial diseases.  
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